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This will reply to your letter of September 24, in which 
you requested infcrmation on your observations of an object 
in the aky since May, 1907. 


Presently, there are over 1100 objects in orbit: over 
forty are visible to the naked eye. 


It takes aporoximately ninety minutes st the minimum far 
satellites to make one revolution, the time per revolution being 
determined by the heizht. For example, ECHO II is at an approxi- 
mate altitude of 670 niles end takes about one howr and 40 minutes 
per revolution. PaAGSOS A is at an approximate altitude cf 3CCC 
miles anid takes about three hours to mate one revolution. 


Satellites do not cross the same point on each revolution 
because the earth ts rotating on its axils, thig making the 
satellite cross to the west of its preceding point on the earth. 


We feel that you have probably been watching satellites. 


Further satellite informaticn can be obtained from th 
lst Aerospace Sauadron, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado 6C912. 


Sincerely, 


DAVID L. STIL 

Major, USA 

Acting Chie?, Civil Branch 
Community Relaticns Division 
Orfice of Infornation 
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